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August Vollmer
Born in New Orleans to German immigrants in 1876, August Vollmer was the first police chief of Berkeley, California. His parents were John and Philippine Vollmer. In the early years, his father ensured that he learned and excelled in several things including boxing and swimming. The passing on of his father made her mother travel back to Germany for another two years before finally coming back where they settled in San Francisco, before finally moving to Berkeley (Douthit, 1975).
 Vollmer was active and promising at just a tender age. This was the indication that he was going to revolutionize areas in life that had flaws and so needed change. At only 20, he participated in bringing to order the North Berkeley Volunteer Fire Department. His contributions did not go unnoticed and exceptionally unappreciated. He was in 1897 awarded the Berkeley Fireman medal. 
He was not fully concentrated in working leaving his family. Since his dad had passed on, he acted as the head supporting his mother and the whole family in entirety when he was the partner in Patterson and Vollmer store. He sought for a new challenge in 1898 joining the military where he fought in 25 combats during the Spanish- American War in the Philippines. He, however, left the military a year later and later on began working for the local post office in 1900 (Douthit, 1975).
Vollmer was destined for fame, greatness and exceptional recognition, courtesy of the things he did. He was elected as a town marshal in 1905 after successfully helping avert a fatal collision between a coach and railroad freight car. The recognition and rewards by authorities did not seem to have an end in sight yet. During that time, and by law, and rationale a person who held the office of president of the association of police chiefs was supposed to be a police officer themselves. This was a different case. In 1907, Vollmer was re-elected as town marshal and subsequently elected president of California Association of Police Chiefs, setting precedence in this regard.
It is by occupying this office that he made changes to the police department, introducing reforms to improve service delivery and efficiency. He put to great use the experience he had gained from his time and life in the military to make things work like he deemed them to. What necessitated this according to him was the realization that the force did not have adequate literature and so as long as this persisted, the force was going to live a pale shadow of what it needs to be (Carte, Carte, 1975).  
In step of this, therefore, he read and researched extensively European works with a concise emphasis on criminal psychology, which is, of course, a field that carries a considerably hefty magnitude in the police. He drew his inspiration for change by the works of Hans Gross and Eugene Francois who headed the French police in Paris. If it worked for the French, then it was to work for his people for America.
His contribution, which can, in fact, best be said to be of its sort was massive. For efficiency and detailed in road connections, he introduced bicycle patrols. This way, alleys could be reached, without having to spend too much on vehicles. In addition to this, he brought to picture and application a centralized police record system where information and files from all places were consolidated for expedited criminal investigations. Having knowledge acquired from learning is as superior as that earned from experience. But the having the former reduces the amount of time one needs to be proficient. Therefore, Vollmer made it a requirement that all police officers first acquire university degrees.
The police were marred by flaws and below standard outlook and performance. Cleaning it up and injecting it with the new dose of life, breath, and breeze was a process and not just an event. Lobbying people to subscribe to this envisioned and seemingly `long-awaited` change required a broader mind and with persistence. Vollmer had just that. Requiring that police officers hold university degrees, he approached the University of California requesting them to reach criminal justice. So in 1916, the University obliged and introduced the program (Oliver, 2017). 
 Behind the wheels to ensure a streamlined flow of knowledge and trail to just what was intended was Vollmer himself. This was an influence that was like a movement. Achieving this was not by accident or default, by the heavy investment of time, research, and dedication that worked in a perfect blend with his extraordinary vision for a new sensible and working system. To show that what he envisaged was good, the spread extended to the Municipal University of Wichita, as it was called then, where police science was taught as a degree. This was the springboard to criminal justice as an academic field. 
To strengthen the field and the police system, Vollmer saw the need to achieve an even higher sense of service delivery by covering a wider margin of relevant jurisdiction and efficiency. To get to this stardom, therefore, he introduced the motorized style of working. Here cars and motorcycles were the means by which the police could respond to the need for the discharge of their services. In the vehicles, he placed frequency radios on these motors for communication and updates on the state of affairs for enhanced cooperation. 
His association and involvement with the University of California through rigorous research and the yearn for new dawn saw the development of the lie detector. He goes down in history as the first to have used it. His work did not stop him from making contributions towards a better and an all-inclusive society where everyone was equal to the other and so was to be given common access to facilities. He supported programs that were aimed at giving a helping hand to the less fortunate children in society. Training and employment of female and people of the African American decency received his support and attention too. He also was not of the idea of providing hefty and heavy punishments to petty offenders. Though this did not go down well with a section of stakeholders and partisans in this sector, he still did it anyway. He was strongly opposed to capital punishments. Vollmer subscribed to and was an ardent believer in the philosophy of pro-action and not just action. Police had the mandate not just to solve crimes but also were tasked to prevent it (Carte, Carte, 1975). 
Vollmer has many firsts to his name in as far as police reforms are concerned. Outlawing third degree, where the police used brute to extract information from suspects, he is also credited as the one who introduced the use of fingerprints by police which he had taught how to use information of evidence to identify suspects.
Associations and movements
Vollmer was in 1907 elected president of the California Association of Police Chiefs even though he was by title, not a police officer. He was town marshal by then. He was elected for his actions were exceptional. In 1921, his actions and contributions towards police reforms and revolutions under his stewardship were recognized by his election to office as president of the International Association of Chiefs of Police. This was perhaps to bestow upon him a much wider scope to oversee the transformations. The Wickersham Commission, named after former attorney general George Wickersham that was constituted by the then president Herbert Hoover to survey the criminal justice system panel has August as a member. His presence and membership saw him contribute immensely by writing portions of the report, particularly the fourteenth and final volume. The commission's mandate was to investigate the widespread violations of the alcohol prohibitions where it was found out that there was the massive failure of the police, with one member calling for a repeal of the eighteenth amendment. Vollmer is documented as the chief author of the report (Oliver, 2017). 
He is 1926 starred in officer 444 casting as him where the police were to stop a criminal mastermind who had the hunger to acquire formulae that would give him enough control of the whole world. The theme was to portray the police as a prerequisite outfit that has the mandate of ensuring sanity and continuity of life and existence in some way by repulsing unwanted criminal commissions. Vollmer is regarded as the founding father of police and criminal justice reforms. Each of his works all converged at the finest of what has been built on today (Oliver, 2017). 
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